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The Relationship between the Online Presence of OERs and its Knowledge Sharing: A Case
Study of the Learning Cell

Zhang Jingjing"?, Zheng Qinhua™?, Chenli**Xu Ling*?

(1.Research Centre of Distance Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875;2.Interactive Media and Distance
Learning Lab, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875)

Abstract:Increased availability of new OERs in different countries has led to the possibility of institutions and learners sharing
knowledge more widely and freely, however, a great number of these OERs were not used as frequently as expected. ldentifying
determinants for failure and success of OER use might help solve this problem, but few empirical study had been conduced to
explore these determinants, in particular, the online presence, as one of the most important determinants, was rarely investigated
in the previous studies. This study adopted the case study approach to examine how the online presence of the individual resource
affects the sharing of information and knowledge on a large OER platform. Based on the learning object metadata model, 17 variables
defined from six dimensions, were identified as the online presence of the resource and multiple regression analysis was conducted to
explore how they affect the sharing of information and knowledge among learners. This study found that the 11 variables, such as the
length of the cell title, the number of tags, the type of learning activities, have significant affected how the resource was shared among
learners. Among these variables, the number of version has significant impacts on the learners’ behavour of viewing and editing, and
the number of knowledge groups is the most important factor that influences the behavior of sharing and bookmarking, while the type
of learning activities has significantly affected the behavior of commenting.
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