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Beyond the Turing Test: Reflections on the Large-Scale Social Experiment of
“ Al as the First Author”

Yuan Zhenguo
(Faculty of Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: The large-scale social experiment of “Al as the First Author” has concluded, yet the reflections it has
inspired are far from over. From four dimensions, namely the experiment’s impacts on academic norms and ethics,
knowledge production modes and knowledge power, scientific research systems and the identification of research
achievements, as well as educational systems and teacher-student relationships, this paper puts forward nine thought-
provoking questions. What is the most practical challenge posed by the “Al as the First Author” experiment? What
impact does it exert on knowledge production? What impact does it exert on knowledge power? What impact will
knowledge equalization have on society? What impact does it have on academic papers and academic journals? How
should knowledge and individuals’ academic contributions be evaluated in the future? What inevitable transforma-

¢

tions will higher education have to undergo? What is the “core competence” that is the most difficult for Al to re-
place? What kind of new teacher-student relationship should be constructed? among others. This paper proposes im-
portant viewpoints and concepts including “ Al hegemony”, “human guarantor system” and “value of trust”. In par-
ticular, it puts forward the concept of the Human-Machine Collaboration Quotient (C-Quotient), and holds that C-
Quotient, together with Intelligence Quotient (IQ) and Emotional Quotient (EQ), will jointly constitute the core com-
petencies of human beings in the era of artificial intelligence. It also envisions a future where carbon-based life and
silicon-based life dance together on the same stage, and humans and machines co-evolve.

Keywords: beyond the turing test; knowledge production; knowledge power; knowledge evaluation; human-

machine collaboration quotient (CQ); in-depth transformation of higher education



