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An Empirical Study of Textbooks on Special Education in
China—Based on a Comparison of 13 Versions of Textbooks

JIA Ling'® GONG Huina' CHEN Ying' LEI Jianghua'
(1. College of Education Central China Normal University Wuhan 430079;
2. College of Elementary Education Xinjiang Normal University Urumgi 830017)

Abstract Special education textbooks the carrier of the research outcomes of special education re—
main the important basis of special education curriculum. The summarization of the content and characteris—
tics based on a comparison of different versions of special education textbooks is a significant way to gain
rich nutrients and develop thinking. This study based on 13 versions of special education textbooks com-
piled by Chinese scholars since the first version appeared made an in-depth analysis of their knowledge
systems compilation styles and target orientation and concludes the textbooks”features as follows: The
textbook compilers who built a knowledge system inspired by the widening of their curriculum-eriented ho-
rizons have reached an agreement on the core content of special education textbooks; as the change of
teaching concepts promotes the reform of compilation styles the textbooks were written in flexible forms and
suitable for learning; and as diversified market demands pushed forward differentiated target orientations
the textbooks are accessible to highly-targeted readers. In conclusion the study gives such suggestions for
textbook compilation as improving compilation through research and enriching the content; writing the text—
books in rich student-oriented forms; and clarifying the objectives of the textbooks to cater to readers”

needs.
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